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Analysis of the poem “ Strange Meeting”
 In the dramatic poem "Strange Meeting," by Owen, the horrors of the wars as well as their menacing effects on the individuals who are taking part, he puts more emphasis on how they are blocking the progress of the world. War and demise have been represented by the narrative of the two deceased soldiers who were fighting on the opposite sides and later met again in pandemonium. While in hell, they talk about the common despondency of their undone years. The manipulation of words by Owen as well as his use of artistic elements on the poem males the reader to have a clear awareness of the fear of war and demise. The persona in the poem, a soldier, begins the poem by claiming that he intended to "escape" the war to another place, the place which he later realizes that is Hell. The use of the word "escape shows that the persona had been trapped in the war before he escaped to Hell. The poet says that words which are associated with battle such as courage, gallantry and chivalry do not clearly describe war since war is sorrowful, painful and a loss. 
The persona puts more emphasize on how war destroy those who are involved. He argues  ” yet also there encumbered sleepers groaned," (Owen, 10).  this shows that the warriors are encumbered with the uniforms physically and emotionally with a lot of sorrow and sadness. He adds that the sleepers tends to be very fast in war  ” too fast in thought or death " (Owen, 15-16).  The man layer recognizes the persona for he, the persona, indeed killed him as it is later revealed in the poem. The poet says that the face of the other man is grained with "a thousand pains" that emerge from his initial life and the previous experiences in a war. The two are now in pandemonium, the place of despair and anguish, a place for a shout of torment and pain. According to the poet, pandemonium is a place that is featured with silence ” yet no blood reached there from the upper ground ”  and "no guns thumped , or down the flues made moan,"  (Owen, 25). The poet  draws the image if silence in pandemonium and contrasts it with war where blood, noise and moans are. The persona says that there is no need to mourn in pandemonium  ” here is no cause to mourn ” (Owen, 14)  and adds that there is no grief. 
The stranger in the poem agrees with the persona that in hell people do not mourn or grief. The two characters realize that they have common experiences, common live and horrors as well as pains hence they refers themselves as friends despite the fact that they are strangers. The poet says that wars hinder nations from developing, he refers it as  ” retreating world, ” (Owen, 34). He adds “when much blood had clogged their chariot-wheels ” he would go and ” wash them," (Owen,16). While in hell, one of the strangers says, ” I am the enemy you killed , my friend," ( Owen, 40-42). This shows that the enemies in the world will meet in a certain place, that is hell.  Those who share same experiences will also share same destiny. The poet closes the poem by showing that there is no more suffering in hell ” let us sleep now,” (Owen, 38). The fact that the poet makes the two enemies to meet in hell he implies that people are supposed to reconcile and stop wars and embrace pity and love. Although Owen wrote the poem about battle and demise, it is indeed ironical that he died in war. 
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